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Darrel W. Stephens, Chief of Police

NARCOTIC ACTIVITY ON JACKSON
AND JEWELL STREETS

by Officer Patricia Werner

SCANNING

This particular problemcane to ny
attention through several sources.
| first began receiving conplaints
fromthe Adm nistration of

Sout hsi de Fundanmental M ddle
School, which were relayed to ne

t hrough O ficer JimKappel, the
School Resource O ficer. Kappe
advi sed ne that subjects selling
drugs on the street were flagging
down parents of students in an
attenpt to sell the parents
narcotics. | was advised that this
activity was occurring in the open
and on a daily basis.

| also received a copy of TIP LINE
information fromthe Vice and
Narcotics Unit, which indicated
that narcotics were being sold on
bot h Jackson and Jewel| Streets. I
spoke with Vice and Narcotics
detectives who al so indicated that
there was narcotic activity
occurring on both streets.
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| next began exam ning the problem
by pulling the calls for service in
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Pl (police information system . |
examned the calls for service by
census tract and al so by individua
resi dence address. The calls for
service did not reflect that there
was a narcotic problem

| conducted interviews of residents
in the area and discovered that
residents were apathetic. The
residents indicated they had little
or no confidence in the police
departnment and the departnent’'s
ability to decrease the narcotic
activity.

| conducted surveillance in the
area at varying tinmes and saw
groups of subjects loitering on
Jackson Street South in front of

all the residences. | also noticed
activity that was consistent with
illegal narcotic transactions
(vehicles pulling up to a group of
subjects, stopping briefly, while
one subject approaches the w ndow
of the vehicles and then the
vehicle leaving the area). The UCR
data for October 1994 to April 1995
showed 11 drug |l aw violation
arrests and 3 narcotic equipnent
arrests for census tract 121.

In April 1995, | conducted a

nodi fied "Qperation Care"” on 17th
Avenue South between Jewel| and
Jackson Streets. During a four
hour period, seventy-four vehicles
passed through the barricades.
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That nunber is high for two streets
that only leads in and out of a
school yard and school was not in
session during the hours the
operati on was conduct ed.

| then obtained owner information
for all residences on both streets.
Two of the fifteen structures are
apartnment buildings. O the
remaining thirteen properties, five
are absentee owners with the other
ei ght bei ng owner occupi ed.

| identified the sides of the crine
triangle as follows:

VICTIMS: Children attending

Sout hsi de Fundanental M ddl e School
and their parents. Residents of

t he nei ghbor hood who do not
participate in narcotic activity.

OFFENDERS: | personally identified
individuals who | felt were
involved in the narcotic activity
in the area. The mpjority of these
subjects do not live on either
Jackson or Jewel| Streets.

LOCATION:. | identified the
properties where loitering was
occurring nost frequently. These
properties; 1720, 1728 and 1731
Jackson Street and 1716 Jewel |
Street are all absentee owner
properties.

| decided to tailor ny response
phase to affect the |ocations side
of the crinme triangle.

RESPONSE PHASE

| next becane famliar with the
residents of 1716 Jewell Street.
The el derly woman who was | easing

t he house wanted to nove. Her drug
dealing son had noved in on her and
woul dn't |eave. | nmade the
arrangenents and had the woman and
her husband noved to John Knox
Apartnents. | then assisted the
owner of the property in renoving
the drug dealing son fromthe
property. In this instance, all

three ™W2es of the crine triangle
were affected.

Surveill ance was al so conducted in
the area with the assistance of
team nenbers. Seven narcotic
related arrests were nade as a
resul t.

In May 1995, | contacted the
property manager of 1731 Jackson
Street South. | obtained a bl anket
trespassing for the property. The
tenant was put on notice that he
woul d be evicted fromthe property
if he allowed narcotic activity to
occur on the property.

| next contacted the property owner
of 17 2 0 Jackson Street South, which
was vacant, but was in the process
of being rented. | advised hi mof
the continuing narcotic problemin
the area and offered ny assistance
in screening any potential tenants.
He chose not avail hinself of ny
hel p and noved new tenants in.

In August 1995 | net with residents
of Jewell and Jackson Streets at

t he Enoch Davis Center. | then
polled the residents to see what
their main concerns were in the
area.’ The residents identified the
foll owi ng :

1. Drug Activity

2 Loitering crowds in street
3. Disrepair of hones

4 Lack of sidewal ks

5. Trash in streets

| next conducted an on-site survey
wth Mke Dove and Bob G| der of
the Gty's NTeam W discussed
the condition of the structures on
both streets and the possibility of
addi ng si dewal ks. The si dewal ks
were promsed as a future project.

| contacted and met with the
property owner of 1728 Jackson
Street. This property was tenant
occupi ed. The property owner
evicted the tenant and a bl anket
trespassing was conpleted for the
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property.

| conducted a wal k through with the
codes investigator, SamLavine. W
identified code problenms with him
citing the responsible parties.

| made CPTED (Crinme Prevention
Through Environnmental Design)
recommendati ons for 1728 Jackson
Street {tree trinmng and renova
of trash and a dog house on the
property). Mst have been
conpl et ed.

I n Septenber 1995, a nei ghbor hood
cl ean-up was conducted with the
assi stance of the "Say No To Drugs"
club fromthe Enoch Davis Center.
Ten bags of trash were picked up
from the area.

The residence |located at 1711
Jewel | Street and 1721 Jackson
Street were painted with the
assi stance of the Cty's N Team and
various other volunteer groups
Echuding the "Say No To Drugs

ub".

ASSESSMENT PHASE

Assessnment of this project is
inconplete at this tinme, but a

nodi fied "Operation Care" is

pl anned for Novenber 4, 1995. This
operation will duplicate the
previous operation and will be used
to assess the inpact the project
has had on the community by
measuring the anount of traffic
driving through the area.

As of COctober 1, 1995, a conparison
of calls for service at specific
addresses on Jackson and Jewel |
Streets for the six nonth period
prior to the operation and six
nont hs during the operation shows a
dramatic increase in calls for
service, indicating the

nei ghbor hoods have increased their
confidence in the police and their
conmunity police officers.

38t h AVENUE NORTH AND 34t h
STREET

by O ficer Libby Roeser

SCANNI NG

Wiile reviewing calls in CPA 783, |
noticed that there had been a

signi ficant nunber of accidents at
the intersection of 38th Avenue
North and 34th Street North. I
then printed out the accidents at
that location and determ ned that
there were 36 accidents listed in
CAD so far this year and 49
accidents in 1994.

| then stopped by the Traffic Unit
and spoke with them  They printed
out a list of all reported
accidents at the intersection this
year. There was a total of 27
accidents, the majority, 17 were
rear end collisions.

ANALYSI S

After obtaining the information on
the nunber of accidents, it was
necessary to determ ne the cause of
the accidents. Thinking of
possi bl e solutions, | spoke with
Oficer Scott Pierce from Traffic,
who advi sed that he had al ready
researched the intersection and had
pulled all the reports. H's report
showed that approximately 80
percent of the accidents were a
direct result of the overpass just
north of the intersection. He

advi sed that during afternoon
hours, when traffic was heavy, cars
woul d be backed up fromthe Iight
onto the overpass. Pierce advised
that the mpjority of the accidents
were caused when drivers cane over
the hunp and rear-ended vehicles
stopped for the Iight.

He further stated that he | ooked at
the drivers involved in the
accidents and found that the
majority were transient drivers,
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t herefore, would have no previous
know edge that there was a traffic
signal on the south side of the
over pass, therefore would not slow
down going over it. If traffic was
heavy and backed up from the red
l'ight, drivers going over the
overpass, even at the speed limt,
woul d not have sufficient tine to
stop fromthe tinme they first
observed the stopped traffic.

RESPONSE

After assessing the problem it was
determ ned by speaking with Oficer
Pierce that the problemcould
easily be solved by placing signs
on the north side of the overpass,
war ni ng drivers of the oncom ng
light and stopped traffic. Oficer
Pierce stated that he had been
wor ki ng on the problem but that
the road was controlled by Federa
DOT and that he hadn't had any | uck
dealing with them

In an attenpt to |locate the correct
departnment to handle the situation
| called Federal information. They
referred me to National H ghway
Traffic Safety Administration in
Atlanta. | called them and they
referred ne to the Federal H ghway
Adm nistration, also in Atlanta. |
called themand they referred ne to
Florida DOT in Tall ahassee. |
called them was transferred a few
times, then referred to Pinellas
County Mai ntenance. | then called
them and they advised that it
shouldn't be a problem that they
woul d route the information to the
supervi sor, who woul d get back to
me. Approxi mately an hour later, |
received a call fromthe
supervisor. | spoke with him and
he advised that it should be an
easy matter to rectify, but that |
had to get with District Traffic
Operations, get it cleared, then
the work order would be sent out.

After giving himbackground on ny
POP Project, he assured ne that it
woul d be a sinple matter to place

warni ng signs on the north side of
t he overpass, warning drivers of
the oncomng light. He requested
that | send ny research information
to the District Traffic Operations
Engi neer in Tanpa. | advised him
that the information would be sent
out inmmediately, which it was. |
also sent hima copy of this PCP
Project, and the attached research
I nformati on.

ASSESSMENT

On Septenber 21, 1995 | received an
audi x message from DOT. They

advi sed that they reviewed the

over pass and have decided to follow
ny recomrendation to put up signs
on the northside of the overpass,
war ni ng drivers of an oncom ng
light. He further stated that it
woul d probably be up in
approximately a nonth and that he
woul d call and let ne know when it
is in place.

| recently observed that the signa
ahead sign had been installed on

t he overpass, alnost on top of the
bri dge and one sign on the west
side that indicates a traffic
signal. | will reviewthis
intersection in several nonths to
check on the progress of this PCP
Proj ect

EDI TORAL NOTES

"This docunment was prepared by the
St. Petersburg Police Departnent,
supported by G ant Nunber 59-
6000424, awarded by the U. S.
Departnment of Justice. The

opi nions, findings, and concl usions
or recomendati ons expressed in
this docunent are those of the
authors and do not necessarily
represent the official position or
policies of the U S. Departnent of
Justice.”
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