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Project Summary:
Drag-Net
San Diego Police Department

The Problem:
Illegal motor vehicle speed contests, commonly known as street races, throughout the City of San
Diego. _

Analysis:

Officers developed a knowledge of the street-racing culture through undercover investigations,
interviews with officers who had experience dealing with racers, monitoring Internet websites,
interviewing racers, and exploring the legal alternatives that are available. Officers studied data on
calls for service, traffic collisions, arrests, and citations related to illegal speed contests. Officers
established baseline figures to determine the size of the problem. They identified collateral crimes
that were occurring because of the problem. The officers set goals of reducing incidents of street
racing to alevel that it could be managed with existing resources and to reduce the number of
illegally modified vehicles on the roadways.

The most important analysis the officers made was whether they could impact the problem, despite
its magnitude and history of indifference by society. They realized they had to change society's
paradigm about street racing. The Drag-Net Officers decided they would only be successful if
_they truly made San Diego a safer place. They knew lives could be saved if their analysus was
accurate, and the response was effective.

Response:
Officers used a multi-faceted approach in a comprehensive response strategy:

* Undercover operations to identify, apprehend, and prosecute racers

» Undercover investigations of businesses that support street-racing

* Increased enforcement of existing laws

* Legidationto create new laws

Partnership with other law enforcement agencies to improve information exchange

» Media advocacy to improve public awareness of the problem

» Partnership with civilian agency for high school education program

» Development of alaw enforcement training program

» Partnership with insurance industry to reduce racer related insurance fraud

» Partnership with Bureau of Automotive Repair to increase officers level of expertise
» Traffic engineering improvements to make race locations less conducive to racing

* Endorsement of legal aternativesto street-racing

» Partnership with prosecuting agencies to ensure uniform and consistent prosecutions
«  Establish moderated forums on Internet websites that target street racers

» Monitor the Internet websites to stay abreast of the changing culture of street racing



Assessment:
The Drag-Net Project is ongoing. The analysis phase is also ongoing, however, many of the
responses have aready been evaluated and their successes measured:

«  89% reduction in instances of illegal speed contests in the City of San Diego

* 1200% increase in citations for illegal motor and emissions modifications

» 106 people arrested for engaging in illegal motor vehicle speed contests

» 828 law enforcement officers trained in vehicle modification and racing enforcement

» 283 insurance investigators trained in illegal vehicle modifications recognition

* Increased public awareness of the problem through media advocacy

* Improved education program at high school level

» Passage of law making it illegal to be a spectator at an illegal speed contest

» Passage of law permitting forfeiture of vehicle involved in illegal speed contest

* Increased awareness and enforcement by agencies throughout the region to avoid
displacement

» Exchange of information and interaction with street racers through moderated forums on
Internet websites

* Both goals of the project were met

_Most importantly, the officers assessed whether their efforts had improved the quality of life in
‘San Diego, and if they had prevented needless tragedy. During the project, the officers
investigated several fatal traffic collisions that resulted from illegal speed contests. Two of those
collisions involved multiple fatalities. The Drag-Net Officers worked with the surviving family
members of the victims to direct their concerns to legidators, and toward improved public
awareness of the problem. The officers were satisfied that they had indeed improved the quality of
life in San Diego. The Drag-Net Officers believe that deaths resulting from street racing collisions
are preventable and can be stopped. The officers were very successful in achieving their goals, but
they knew there was still work to be done, and that work continues today, through the efforts of the
Drag-Net Team, the community, and the media






Project Name;

Drag-Net
San Diego Police Department

..S_C_am_n.g:_

The City of San Diego is the second most populated city in California and the seventh in the
United States. There &e over 400 sguare miles within the City of San Diego, and more than
2500 miles of surface streetsin the city. The City of San Diego has a population of 1.3 million.
The populatién is25% Hispanic, 11% Asian or Pacific Islander, 7% Afro-American and 57% are
other, to include Caucasian.! There are morethan 11 million vehi cl_es registered in fhe City of

San Diego and licensed drivers total nearly 850,000.2

Late at night, groups of young people gathered at various locations throughout the City of San

. Diego and raced their cars on city Streets, often with deadly reﬁult's. The impact of this.probl'erh
on the community was treméndous. The frequency of citizen complaints was increasing steadily.
There was a continual rise in the incidence of vandalisfn, violence, and collision related injuries
and deaths at the street-racing events. This problem became so large that atask force was
formed to find a solution. The task force, consisting of police officers, prosecutors, community
members, and health care professionals identified this problem through complaints from citizens,

cals for service, and observations of patrol officers.

"'IIIegal motor vehicle speed contest” was the crime type used at the initial level of diagnosis.
However, it quickly became apparent there were a number of other crimes associated with the

activity.

! Source: U.S. CensusBureau
2 Source: California Dept. of Motor Vehicles



~Anal y Sis:

A variety of information sources were used to analyze the problem, including observations and
investigations by uodercover officers, observations and experience of patrol officers, complaints
from citizens and business owners, crime analysis information, and calls for service. Officers
also discovered a tremendous amount of information was available on the numerous Internet
websites that cater to the street-racing culture. During the analysis of this problem, officers
encountered some difficulty in finding accurate documentation of the history of the problem.
They found that because of the way incidents are formatted in police computer databases, it was
| nearly impossible to distinguis_h which incidents involved street racing. The officers had to rely
on information from media sources, and of.ficers' memories to research the hiétory of the

problem.

Illegal motor vehicle speed contests have actually been occurring since the invention of the
automobile. Man's "need for speed” and the desire to compete and test the limits of human and
mechanical ability has been documented in history and glamorized in Hollywood®. In the past
decade, the problem steadily increased to near epidemic proportions. A decade ago, illegal
racing was occurring on weekend nights. Quickly, the popularity grew and races were held
every day of the week, at al hours. However, Friday and Saturday nights were identified as

having the greatest potential for the occurrences with the largest number of participants.

¥ Source: San Diego Historical Society



Severa victilms of this problem were identified. Business owners at the locations frequented by
the racers were identified because they were experiencing vandalism to their property. Large
groups of people gathered_ to watch or participate in .the races. Those people littered, damaged
landscape and buildings, ahd urinated on the victim's property. The business owners had to
routinely repair the damage or clean up the litter left behind after a weekend of racing. Traffic
collisions resulting from the illegal races often damaged both public and private property. The
motoring public was victimized while trying to use the roadways where the racers gathered.
Oftentimes, these victims were caught in the traffic jam created by the crowds and cars waiting
to race. As the frequency of illegal races increased, so did calls for service. As aresult,
citizens, who had a reasonable expectation of atimely response by officers serving their
neighborhoods, were neglected. The calls for service to deal with the racing problem were
taking patrol officers out of service for longer periods of time more frequently. Officers

| discovered .there were col I.ateral eri mes cohnected with the street-racing culture, including auto.
theft and insurance fraud.* This revelation highlighted insurance companies as an additional
group of victims because they processed an increasing number of elai ms and paid out millions of

dollars in losses.

Offenders were identified as a very diverse group by ethnicity, gender and age. The predominant
group was found to be males from 20 to 24 years of age. Ethnic make-up mirrored the
demographics of San Diego. Many of the offenders were present to engage in illegal speed
contests, while others were there to watch and encourage the illegal activity. Their motivation
was acceptance by peers, the "bragging rights" of winning arace, at times the financial gain of

betting on arace, and the excitement of. "getting away with something.” Other offenders who

4 Source: National Insurance Crime Bureau



played a peripheral role were identified as businesses that sell and install performance
modification parts that are not legal for use on public highways. Officers also identified people
in the emissions testing industry who issued fraudulent emission certificates for the illegally
rhodi'fied vehicles used by the racers. The motivation for both of these groups was financial gain

through sales of parts and services, and the "black market" price of fraudulent smog certificates.

The resultant harm from illegal speed contests was staggering. .During the 120 day period of
July 1998 to October 1998, there were an astounding eight deaths and 11 injuries directly related
to street racing in San Diego County.> Due to problems with reporting methods, it was difficult
to determine with any accuracy the number of deaths and injuriesin receht years. Officers
researched data and determined that in 2002, there were eight deaths and 16 injuries related to
street racing collisions in the Ci_t3; of San_Diego. There were six deaths and 15 injuries
throughout Ithe rest of San Diego Coﬁhty dljring 2002. Property darﬁage repair cdsts incurred by
private businesses has risen proportionately with the popularity in street racing, but no factual

data was available to determine an exact dollar amount.

Prior to the beginning of the responses used in this project, enforcement of illegal street racing
had been sporadic, dedicated enforcement efforts. That enforcement usually consisted of three to
five officers assigned to monitor typical pre-race congregation areas and illegal street-racing
sites. Those officers issued citations, impounded vehicles for illegal speed contests and
equipment violations, and made arrests when warranted. It was clear, the enforcement activity
was ineffective since the activity continued, and, in feet, increased in frequency and numbers of

participants. An unforeseen discovery was that many police officers had little or no knowledge

3 Source: San Diego State University Race Legal Foundation
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about the racing culture or the appropriate enforcement action needed when encountering racing
or modified cars. This lack of training and experience contributed to the sporadic, inconsistent,

‘and ineffective enforcement efforts in the past.

Several issues were identified as causation factors of this growing problem. The young
participants often spoke of:

» The excitement that surrounded the loosely organized events

The thrill of competition

» "Something to do" on any given night

The low risk of being apprehended

The unfamiliarity of any community-based, legally organized, track-racing venues

Undercover officers infiltrated the world of street racers by attending illegal races, mingling in
the crowds, videotaping the events, and talking with the participants. The officers found that the
problem involved people from all socio-economic areas. They traveled from all areas of San
Diego County to watch and participate in the races. The participants consisted more of
spectators than actual racers. It became clear to the officers that a motivating factor for the
racers was the presence and reaction of the spectators. On one particular Saturday n'ight,
undercover officérs counted the cars at one of the most popular race sites. The officers were
amazed when they found there were nearly 1200 cars, each with an average of two to three

occupants, at the race she.



Officers interviewed jurors at the conclusion of several court trials for illegal speed contests. It
was estimated the jurors were a representative cross-section of the community. Some of the
jurors stated they had diff.i culty believing the descripti(_)ns the testifying officers gave of the
races, and even the videotape .of'the activity. They said h wés unbelievable that such activity
was taking place in their community. It became evident that many members of the community

were unaware of the extent of the racing problem.

Response:
The officers knew they needed to find new and innovative responses to the racing issue since
previous efforts to address the problem had been unsuccessful. The San Diego Police
Department applied for and received a grant frorh the California Office of Traffic 'Safety.
‘Consequently, Thé Police Debart_ment formed The Drag-Net Team, afull-ti me unit specialy
designed to addressthé réci ng broblem. The San Diego Police Department was the first law
enforcement agency in the world to dedicate a full-time unit to combat street racing. A Sergeant
was chosen to supervise the project, and given the flexibility to choose his officers. The
Sergeant selected officers based on their diverse backgrounds and experience. He wanted them
to be able to disagree with one another, thereby creating an environment of growth and
brainstorming needed for problem solving. They were selected for their ability to "think as far
outside the box as possible.” The team decided that the parameters of their response alternatives
were that they had to be legal, ethical, and within department policies and procedures. The
officers considered a wide variety of response alternatives, including:

» Undercover operations to identify and prosecute racérs

*  Education programs at the high school level



» Development of a training program for law enforcement officers

. I.ncreased enforcement of existing laws |

* Legidationto create new laws

* Media advocacy to improve public a\Nareﬁess of the problem

» Partnership with other law enforcement agencies to improve information exchange
* Partnership with The Bureau of Automotive Repair to improve officers' expertise
«  Partnership with the insurance industry to reduce insurance fraud

» Undercover investigations of businesses that support street racing

Traffic engineering improvements to make popular locations less conducive to racing

Endorsement of community-based, legal, track alternatives to street racing

Partnership with prosecuting agencies to ensure uniform and consistent prosecutions

Moderated forums on Internet websites that target street racers:

» Monitoring the Internet websites to stay abreast of the changing culture of street racing

The officers decided not to limit themselves to a specific number of response alternatives. They
believed the severity of the problem dictated that any alternative was worth exploring to reduce
the loss of life, and to decrease property damage. Each of the response alternatives shown

above was used successfully.

Officers conducted numerous undercover investigations at illegal races. The officers infiltrated
the large crowds at the races and obtained evidence to identify those people who were racing.
The officers then submitted reports and had arrest warrants issued by ajudge, charging the

individUaI racers with appropriate criminal offenses. The Drag-Net Team conducted



"warrant sweeps'. These sweeps involved teams of uhiformed officers serving arrest warrants

~ at the suspect's homes early on weekend mornings. The racer's cars were impounded and held
for 30 days in accordance with the CaliforniaVehicle Code. The sweeps were widely reported
by the heWs rhedia, resulting a sense of paranoiain the street racing community. Racers began to
fear arrest, since now they didn't know if undercover officers were in the crowd, watching. On
three occasions, undercover officers watched races and identified the people actively racing. At
adesignated signal, a preassembled group of officers in marked police cars converged on the
race site and blocked the street. Asthe vehicles inside the "block-in" were released through an
exit point, the undercover officers pointed out the people they had seen racing and those drivers
were immediately arrested and their cars impounded. A letter was sent to the registered owner
of each car exiting the operation telling them where their car had been and what activity had
occurred. This brought many unsuspecting parents to the realization that their cars and children

had been at the street races, increas ng publib awareness of the problem.

Officers worked with representatives from the California Bureau éf Automotive Repair to
develop a comprehensive training program for law enforcement officers and insurance
investigators. Between March 2002, and April 2003, the officers and bureau representatives
have trained 828 law enforcement officers and 283 insurance investigators in identification and
enforcement of iIIegaI.Iy modified vehicles, street racing trends and enforcement, and auto theft
investigations. Thetraining provided to law enforcement officers resulted in increases in arrests
for street racing and citations for illegal engine modifications. Traffic collisions resulting from

street races are now reported more accurately due to the increased awareness by the newly



trained officers. Traffic collisions previously reported as having been caused by unsafe speed

are now being investigated and reported as involving street racing.

Drag-Net officers worked with the San .Diego City Attorney's Offic.:e.to create two new city
ordinances. One ordinance makes it a misdemeanor crime to be a spectator at an illegal motor
vehicle speed contest or exhibition of speed. The other allows for the seizure, forfeiture, and
sale of acar used in an illegal motor vehicle speed contest when the driver meets the criteria of
having certain prior criminal convictions. The officers also worked with legislative
representatives to support legislation at the State level to increase penalties for certain street

racing offenses.

The offi(_:ers worked with the Bureau of Auto_motive Repair to serve search warrants resulting
from undercover investigations at smog inspection businesses that were found to be issuing

fraudulent smog certificates to street racers.

Drag-Net officers supported the efforts of the San Diego State University Race Legal
Foundation and their legal track-racing alternative to street racing. The officers worked with a

. representative frorﬁ the foundation who conducts presentations about the dangers of street racing
at high schools throughout San Diego County. People arrested during street racing warrant

éweeps were given passes to race at legal races operated by The Race Legal Foundation.



The officers established liaisons with every law enforcement agency in San Diego County,
which resulted in an excellent exchange of information, and helped the problem of

displacement.

The officers worked with local, national, and international mediato increase public awareness of
the problem of street racing. Several national networks featured stories about street racing and

highlighted the Drag-Net Team in their stories.

Drag-Net officers established moderated forums on several Internet websites. There was an
open exchange of questions and answers between racers and officers. The forums created the
opportunity for all participants to better understand each others concerns and perspective. The
officers regularly mo_ni_tored the_various_websites for updates _in trends and intelligence

gathering.

The response was developed using all the information obtained in fhe analysis. Asthe analysis
was conducted, it became apparent that the core problem was multi-faceted. Officers designed
the response to address each of those issues along with the core problem of illegal speed
contests. Officers believed legal and ethical considerations were paramount in contemplating
response aternatives. The grant they received along with fuﬁdi ng from the Police Department

was adequate to cover the costs of equipment and supplies.

The project goal was to reduce the incidence of street racing to a manageable, patrol-resource

level. The measurable objectives were the number of people participating in, or spectating at,



street races. The officers also set a goal of reducing the number of illegally modified cars on the

road, s nce there was a direct connection between these cars and street racing.

The resources available to implement the response plan were:
» Deputy City Attorney assigned to prosecute all cases generated by the project
* SanDiego State University Race Lega Program as alegdl, track-réci ng aternative
» San Diego State University Race Legal Program representative to conduct high

school presentations

Representatives from California Bureau of Automotive Repair to team with Drag-
Net officers to conduct training for law enforcement officers and insurénce
investigators

. Spe'cial investig_ator from the National Insurance Crime Bureau as a resource and

iiaison on insurance related crimes

Internet websites as an intelligence resource on street racing trends

* Internet websites to allow for a moderated forum for exchange of information

between officers and racers

The difficulties encountered by the officers in implementing the response were:
. Discrepahcy between perceivéd and actual knowledge of street racing by officers
o Officersinitialy Iackgd adequate equipment to effectively implement the response
»  Officers encountered staffing.shortages for large scale operations
* Street racers became aware of the tactics of the officers, so it became more difficult to

infiltrate the crowds



* Due to conflicts within the California Bureau of Automotive Repair, the representatives

who were working on the project were forced to withdraw

Assessment:

This problem is being evaluated on an ongoing basis. The Drag-Net Team is still in operation
within the San Diego Police Department. The success of this project far exceeded the initial
expectations of the officers. The results were evaluated by\ comparing arrest and citation
statistics, calls for service, and citizen complaints about the problem. The officers aso reli-ed on

information from patrol officers, their own observations, and information on Internet websites.

The assessment yielded the following:
* 89% reduction i_n the instances of street racing in the City of San Diego
| * 1200% incfease in citations for illegal motor and erﬁissions modifications
» 106 people arrested for engaging in illegal motor vehicle speed contests
» 828 law enforcement officers throughout Southern Californiatrained in illegal vehicle
modifications and racing enforcement
» 283 insurance investigatorstrained in illegal vehicle modifications recognition
* Attendance at legal, track-racing venues has increased dramatically since the

implementation of the response

Patrol officers report fewer than 10 cars at traditional pre-race gathering locations
* New legidation making h illegal to be a spectator at an illegal speed contest
* New legidation permitting forfeiture and sale of vehicles involved in illegal speed

contests when the driver meets certain criteriawith prior criminal convictions
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* Improved investigation and reporting of traffic collisions involving street racing

* New procedures established within the police department databas&e to document street
racing incidents |

» Intelligence gathered from Internet websites indicates many street récers have stopped
racing because of the fear of arrest, the lack of spectators due to the newly enacted laws,

and the threat of their cars being forfeited and sold.

The data that supported the conclusions of the assessment came from:

* Crime Analysis information on arrests, citations, and calls for service

Training rosters

Internet websites

Change in procedures for computer formatting of incidents involvi ng street racing

Observations of patrol officers

Observations of undercover officers

There is some indication that the problem was displaced to other areas of the County. However,
intelligence from other law enforcement agencies confirms that the problem is intermittent,
easily managed with existing resources, and the number of participantsis usually less than 20
people. |

The response will require periodic monitoring since it is believed that approximately 10% of
those involved in street racing will continue to race and will not take advantage of legal track-

racing aternatives.®

§ Source: San Diego State University Race Legal Foundation
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Rﬂer ence List:
* Internet Websites
* National Insurance Cri me'Bureau
» San Diego Historical Society
» San Diego State University Race Legal Foundation

* San Diegb Union-Tribune Newspaper

Agency and Officer Information:

This problem was identified at the management level of the Police Department. Management
personnel formed atask forceto study the problem. Once the task force made its

= recommendations, asergeant and four offi cers adopted the pr'bblem solving-initiative. The San
Diego Police Department has widely adopted problem solving techniques, so each officer
involved in this project had received special training in problem-oriented policing and problem-
solving. There were no special incentives given to any of the officers involved in this problem-

solving project.

The grant received by the San Diego Police- Department from the California Office of Traffic
Safety provided equipment for the team. A portion of the grant money Waé used to offset salary
costs, and a portion was used for training. When the officers started working on this project,
none of the equipment purchased through the grant had been received, so the officers used their

own personal camera and computer equipment.
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conclusion;
Officers identified a serious, and often deadly problem that was affecting the quality of life in
San Diego. They thoroughly analyzed the problem, and even though there was very little
documented historical data availéble, they identified all infofmatibn necessary to formulate a |
- comprehensive response. Drag-Net officers instituted their response plan, going so far asto use
their own personal equipment to ensure their success. The response was legal, ethical, and far
more effective than anyone ever imagined possible. San Diego has been made safer because of
the problem-solving techniques used by the officers. There is arenewed commitment to

solving this problem throughout the community because of the success of the Drag-Net Team.

Contact Information;

Sergeant Greg Sloan’
9265 Aero.Dr. |

San Diego, Cdif. 92123
Office: (858) 495-7833

Fax: (858) 495-7862

-Officer Randy Hill
9265 Aero Dr.

San Diego, Cdif. 92123
Office: (858) 573-5094

Fax: (858) 495-7862
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Eﬂreetdrag
iraangIeads

ocalpohce

jTeam arests 8, impounds:
- seven cars duri ng operatlon

i :By Terry Rodgers -
 -STAFF- WRITER '

; ;f apastime*an Diego -police yesterday served -
“afred warrants on young adults suépected of !

JK £: They?were hauled out of bed in the'early
] fe"morhmg, handcuffed and escorted to patrol
| % - ;cars as their shocked -and often embarrassed
7-- parents watched and alarmed neighbors peek
. -ed from behind drawn curtains. «* . «
Welcome to Operation Wake Up Can, the.
- latest- attempt by authorities to put a dent in
youths -enthusiasm to be as.cool behind the
wheel &s James Dean or Richard Petty.
-Moving qwckly before 7 am., a special oper-,

L

sidein search of 20 drag-racing suspects. They
netted eight arrestsand impounded seven vehi-
cles. Thewarrantsremain active on the others,
who could be arrested in future sweeps.
Those targeted by the operation ran the

ees, police said. One of those picked up yester-
day ischarged with acting asthe garter for the
dragsters and faces 89 counts of acting as an

. accomplicefor his participation in theraces. y
;% For the alleged perpetrators, the coét for bail,
court-imposed finesand storage feesto reclaim

t'sall over, pollcesald X
"HOne father dad in onIy his dlppers and
nderwear was surprised and-humiliated when

-on videotape for alocal televison station.

Son‘has never even gotten aticket before™ - -

about the company hisson has been keeping.

p|d likestreet radng,” Perry said.

e Hoplng to put the skids to a dangerous \

partlmpatlng inillegal street dragracing. - - ~

ationsteam involving a dozen officersscattered )
across the' county from National City to Ocean- -

' gamut from repeat offenderstofirg-timearrest-.

-their veI1|cI$typ|caIIytotaIS$5 000 by thetlme

"he'realized hisson'sarrest Wasbelngcaptured ’

"Jeez, ifs like were Public Enemy No. 1
ere” said Richard Perry. 'Thisis crazy. My

-".Later, he admitted he has béen concerned
"1 didn't think. hed be doing something stu-
The bdeaguered dad from Clairemont coop- :

erated fully with police. He voluntarily backed -
his son's souped-up, pearl-white Honda Accord - -

i ’ . " SEE Streetracing, B3:

San Dieg'o police Officers Robert Hawkins (left) and Steven -

Bourasa arrested Jason King, 20, In front of his home in Linda -
. Vista early yesterday morning during a sweep against suspected '
-streetdragracers SandyHuffaker ’

‘s STREET RACING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1 -

/oLatetmght craze
on therise, says
pollce sergeant

out of the garage so pollce'

could tow it-away. The car will

‘ §t'in the storage yard for a.

_ minimum’ of 30 days, accumu-
Iatlng dally impouind fees.”

Asked -how he will e(pléln

hlsarreﬂ to hisfather, John R.

Perry, 23' professed his inno=

cence."| don't even race, sohe
won'tcare" hesaid. -
. But the message poI|ceW|sh
to deliver isasblack, and white
as ther patro cars Go drag
‘racing today, and you might get
dragged away tojail tomorrow.
. The crackdown. oh street

drag racing’is just beginning _

and will continue to unfold as
police reap theresults of ongo-
ing Undercoves " investigations
" from die newly formed Drag-
Net Unit, said Assistant Police
Chief William A. Maheu:

" He dedlined to describé the

methods police may have used
— such as hidden video cam-
eras — to gather .evidence

- againg thealleged drag racers.

This sends'a message that
any time there's illegal ‘drag
racing out there, (pollt:e) are
watching," hesaid. .

The renewed emphass is |

the result of a $400,000 grant

" from the state Office of Traffic

Safety earmarked, for enforce’:

ment* againg illegal drag rac-
ing, Maheu said.

Police "said, those arrested
yesterday were offered a free
pass to participate in a legal -
racing program at Qualcomm
. Stadium called Racdegal.com
that is sponsored by San Diego
State Univergty. -

" The popularity' of Iatenlght
, racing is a problem that is in-
creasing locally and nation-
wide, said San Diego poIlceSgt
GregSloan. - . .

‘Sloan said San- Dlego is one’

of the state's largest hotbeds -
for hot-rodding, -adding that it -

,also.is reaching epidemic pro-

. portlonsm San Jose, Riverside .

- and Ontario.
During one two-month per|—
od in 1998, eight peoplein the

county died asaresult of street- -
rarine rchae he entd Palirge

could not cite any Iocal deaths

or injuriéssincethen. .
"Were trying to prevent a
catagtrophe,” Soan said.

. Popular spots for illegal rac-
ing include Kearny Villa Road
. hear state Route 163, Via Ran-
cho Parkway outside Escondi-
“do and. Sotrento Valley Road
near Camel Valley, police said.

The biggest impromptu car

rallieshaveinvolved up to 1,200

“vehicles and a few thousand
" goectators, who typically.cram
--into a graightaway portion of

suburban highway to hoId com-
petmons '

They are badcally drlvmg
over the feet of spectators out

‘ there" Soan said.

Custom auto-parts shops

_ that cater to street racers have

increased from a couple in the.
1970s to mor e than 500.county-
widetoday; he said. ]
In Linda Vida, overlooklng
Mission Bay, Officers -Steven
Bourasa and Robert Hawkins
caught up with Jason King, 20,
-as he returned from,work on',
the night shlft at a dlscount
store.
" Tears filled the eyes of Ja
son's aunt as her néphew was.

- led away to-a patra car while

his neighbors watched. .
Bourasa. told her that she

‘would have to find a way to

raise $2500 bail to get her
nephew out of jail Asfor the
car, it-will remain impounded
for at least a month, he said. '
Jason's aunt; who identified
herself only as Sandi, said us-
ing traditional hardlme puni--
tive police tacticswon't change
an illicit pastlmethafs genera-

.t|onso|d

" Dying doesn't send ames

'sage to them," she said. "Ge-

ting arrested doesn't either. |
don't know what will  These
kids are in their own little
world. Ifs their families and
loved-.ones that sit home and
cry '

Ycucant]ust lock them all

' up. Street racing has been go-
“ing on since Ford came out

with theM odd T."

As.she spoke, a TV news,
crew focused.its camera on a
bumper sticker on Jason's’
souped up Honda. It read,

" Sregt Racmg Is Againgt the
Law."

Tary Rafters: (619) 542-4566;
tEFTVmrfrTarvOtininniti M 1 -




09/25/02 09:19 FAX 7604398948

me san Piego Unlon- Trbune » Sunday, September 2Z. 2002

7504398948
OCEANSI OE FIELD OFFICE

‘Aoz

G| B5

rﬂeet race suspects

aught in Drag-Net -

PO|LC|e Unlt andUCtS for mlsdemeanor drag racing

courlt$|—|’?v|de sweep

By. No,rbertpSantana Jr.

STAFF WRITER A\

Theyrwen|1fr0| nfast and furl
ous tqhaAeIcufred ‘and_hiim-
bled:- B

Illegal street racers Werethe
tai~et yesterday asthe San Die-
ga Police ‘Department's Drag-

Net.unit fended ouit Across the .

county- '+'to,, -serve swarrants, on
more than a dozen people. at
their, homes.

MGst of the violations were

that-was documented amost a
» year ago onvideotape, and sus-

- pects seemed surprised by the
" early-mornin
_door from_ officers.

knock " on me

"Jhis is really for drag rac-
ing?' said Lakeside resident

David Feathers, 21, as he was .

led cuffed’to & pollce .vehicle.
Later, the oversize muffler on
his modified 'Honda let out a
loud screech, scraping the
pavement as a tow truck pulled
the Car away.

" In dll, eight people were ar- -

w ses Raclng, B5 "

* RACING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 61

Humiliation of

- violators is aim
-of police sweep

rested and five cars were im-
pounded. In addition to a$5,000
bail, a 30-day impound fee is
charged aong with a host of
otlier smog-mandated repairs.

"Ifs gone this time," said
Feathers' mother, Laurie, as
she watched the Honda being
towed. "I hate to think how
much he's put into the car. |
know it's thousands."

This is the third warrant
sweep for illegal racing this
year. More than 50 warrants
have been served. On Wednes-
.. day, the police unit will accom-

“pany Chief David Bejarano be-

fore the San Diego City
Council, which is considering
an ordinance making it a crime
to be a spectator or passenger
in acar at astreet race.
Detective Kerry Mensior,
who heads the year-old Drag-
Net unit, saysit may betheonly
police unit of its kind in the
nation. The unitislargely fund-
ed by a$400,000 grant fromthe
Cdlitfornia Office of Traffic Safe-

ty. .

Mensior said street racing is
a problem that cries out for
action. One-third of the city's 15
vehicular fatalities this year
were caused by illegal street
racing, he said, and across the
county more than a dozen have
been killed and 20 injured this
year.

* The five-man unit uses avari-
ety of techniques, including vid-
eotaping and undercover
agents, to target the drag-rac-
ing community mushrooming
throughout San Diego County.
The unit also trains insurance
companies to identify racing-re-
lated accidents and vandalism,
as well as how to track stolen
engines and cars connected to
illegal raring.

"Each operation we do alittle
differently,” said police Detec-
tive John Austin, who works
with the Drag-Net unit.

Y esterday’s operation was in-
tended to publicly humiliate
racers at their homes, in front
of friends and family members.

"Whatever it cakes to get
these people to stop racing,

_that's what well do," Mensior

rnid

Phan Kin, 22. spent his Satur-
day trying to figure out how to
ball out his older brother, Png
who was arrested durrng
early-morning sweep.

"They make it seem like he
killed someone," Phan Kin said-
"If sl for the publicity."

He admits racing is danger-
ous but says no one istryi ng lo
hurt anyone.

It'sjust "(he need for speed,"
he said. "Ifs &l about the im-
we.ll

Drag-Net aims to craft anoth-
er image for the racers: being
handcuffed in front of their par- -
ents, frlends and neighbors on
weekend mornings, followed
by atow to the impound yard.

That was the scenein aquiet
gantee neighborhood yester-

ay.
A red Acura with a shiny
muffler and large tachometer
was parked in the driveway. In-
side. Dernel Sanchez, 20, was
awakened by apolite knock on
the door from Mensior.

After officers told Sanchez's
father about his son's racing
exploits, he was ‘summoned
from his room. While Sanchez
satin achair in the living room,
his father threw his son's shoes
and socks at him, visibly angry
over the unsettling sight of po-
lice vehicles in his front yard.
Sanchez was later cuffed and
taken into custody.

"You get arrested at 3 am.. -
your parents might believe
your story," Mensior said after
speaking to Sanchez's parents.
"But when we come out on a
Saturday with a warrant, ifs
harder."

Mensior said the psychologi-
cal impact of the Saturday
morning warrant sweeps is
clear "You're going to be the:
talk of the neighborhood.”

For some law-abiding adults,
having police embarrass them
in front of their neighbors may
seem a bit too toug;h.

"Have the parents suffered
some shame? They very well
may have," Mensior said. "But
we depend on the parents.
Sometimes it takes what hap-
pens today for the light bulb to
go oninthe parents' mind."

That knock on the door is
when some parentsfirst realize
why Junior is constantly buying
new tires, or a transmission or
ai engine. It also explains the
huge tachometer and gauges'
on the dashboard, aswell asthe
triimDet-size muffler.
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'_IIIegaI street racmg & speedlng cause concern |n area

by DeannaSpehn _
President, T|errasanta Communlty Councn
The Tierrasanta Community Council heard a -

specia request by alocal resident at its September '

18th meeting to install speed humpsand "botsdots” at*
“the'eastern end of Clairemont Mesa BIvd. in order to
stop the illegal street racing, speeding and damage to'

- thegateleadinginto Mission TrailsRegional Park that -
has plagued the community for*several years. The -

TCC and its various committees has discussed the

problem’ on. numerous occasions and has made re-

quests to both the Police Department and the City

Council to do a targeted enforcement of the speeding

and illegal street racing in the community. We have.

also asked for the City to go after thosedriverswhocan

be identified as causing damage to the park's staging

~ areaso that our Open Space Maintenarice Assessment -

District can be reimbursed for- expenses in reburldl ng
the gate after each accident. : '

The Cltys Risk Management Department has
been collecting for thedamagewhenthedrivers canbe__j

identified. However, the City's response to the re-

- guests to deal with the speeding and ongoing damage

to the gate to Mission Trails Regional Park at the
staging area is to ingtall a flashing yellow light on

Clairemont Mesa Blvd.just before Rueda Drive. That .
‘project is currently in design. The TCC has expressed
concern that installing aflashing "beacon” wiII not be-
~an effective deterrent.

- According to the Tierrasanta resdent who ad- -

" dressed the TCC, "My neighbors and | have reported
~ theproblemto the Satellite Police Officein Tierrasanta.
I, for one; have on countless gccasions reported to the
- "San Diego Police when- | hear the drag racing in.

- progress. Tothebest of my knowledge, noticketshave
. beenissued nor havethere been any drag racers caught

“intheact. Thedrag raceisover by thetimeonecould =
~“call the Police and have a car dispatched. I've even -

“kept alogto seeif thereisapattern to theracing. There

isn't g Nattarn* it can acenr at anar tivea Ao neniobe 7

have asked for areview by the City Traffic & Eng|
neering Department to install speed humps on that

~ particular section of Clairemont Mesa Blvd. | believe
that installing speed humpson Clairemont MesaBlvd. -
‘westbound: between the Staging Area for Mission
" Trails Regional Park-and Rueda Drive would put an
. endto the problem, and may save some lives.” The -
. nameof theresident isnot being published becausethe
_Policestated at the TCC meeting that it ispossiblethat
~ retaliation may be possible by those |nvoIved in the

illegal behavior.

Accordingto theresi ident, ' The park |sapopular
destination for walkers, hikers and mountain bike

. 'riders. We often have several bicyclists at the end of
Clairemont MesaBlvd. who areputinharm'sway. To .

givejust one example,-on. September 6th at 4:40 pm,
a speeding car passed severd of these bicydigts,

crashed into'abrick wall and totaled what was left of .
the stedl entrancegateto MTRP. Thisgatewasprevi- ~
ously damaged from another accident prior to Septem-

ber 6, 2002. This gate has been replaced oftén, at the

"expense of Tierrasanta property owners through the
Tierrasanta Open Space Maintenance District." The °

Police confirmed that the driver in the September 6th
incident was arrested as a drunk driver and that cost

recovery efforts are underway for the damage to the

gate. .
The proposed solution offered by the resident is
to install speed humps on the westbound lanes from

~speed humps; and 2) alertrng drivers that the road is
. aboutto end by using dots" aproven technol ogy on
- our hlghways :

_ _.s|oeC|aI State grant thatlstryr ng to reduce the number
- of illegal . street racing évents. Police Officer Randy
" Hill fromthe Dragnet Team spokeat the TCC meeting

_with 2to 3 passengersgather inthemiddle of the night

- location is on Kedrny V|IIaRoadJust south of MCAS
_‘Miramar. Stepped up enforcement by the Police has

" events, but he al'so pointed out that in 2002 there have.
- been12 traffrc related fatalltles inthe city, 5 of which

“thepark e entranceto Rueda Drive and |nstaII " dots on|

" theeastbound lanesfrom Ruedato theend of Clai remontl

MesaBIvd. to caution drivers that the road comes to g
dead end. Thiswould solve both issues by 1) stopping
illegal street racers who won't want to race over afew

Some of the TCC members were concerned that
the "dots" would cause noise that would impact the
adj acent housi ng and wanted more mformatron on
their potential impact. .

The City hasa Dragnet Team funded through a

on September 18th and said that whrIeTrerrasanta has
a problem, it is nowhere near the. problem faced by
other neighborhoods where as many as 1200 cars each

for illegal street racing. Accordrng to Hill, -one such

reduced the number of people gathering for such

continued on page 3




STREET RACING, continued from page 2

were directly related to illegal street racing. In that same period there have been 6
additional deaths in the rest of the County due to illegal street racing.

- Stepped up enforcement includes conducting emissions testing on ‘the cars, -
uwal ly resultingin $2300 per car to bring them back into compliancewith statelaws.
In the last year there have been 35 arrests for illegal Street racing, according to Hill.
The drivers lose their cars for one month following the arrest. It is a misdemeanor

‘tobeinvolvedin anillegal street race. Theusual finefor afirst offense |s$960 with
a mandatory $200 to a restitution fund.

The problem with the Clairemont Mesa Blvd. incidents, accordl ng to the
Police, isthat by thetl methey arecalled and can get acarto thelocatlon theviol anrs
are gone.

- Local residents know that |Ilega| speed racing is not confined to the east end
of Clalremont Mesa Blvd. It takes place along Clairemont _Meﬂa Blvd. at severd .

-locations and has caused property damageto homesin the past. There have al so been
“incidents on Via.Vaarta and Tierrasanta Blvd. In Tierrasanta's 30+ years of
‘existence, we have lost too many people due to speedl ng on our streets. *
' The Tierrasanta Community Council once again asked the Police and Clty
" Councilmember Jim Madaffer, who was present at the meeting on- September 18th, -
to pleasetakeaction to stop thei llegal street racing and speeding on Clairemont M em
~ Blvd., and to pursue efforts to mstall road humps and investigate the use of "dots"
to discourage such activity.

- The Tierrasanta Community Coundil is the offlaally recognlzed planni ng
group for the community, and meets the third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm at
the Tierrasanta Recreation Center, 11220 Clairemont Mesa Blvd. The community
is encouraged to attend.



targets
watchers
of illegal

drag races

. Spectators could-: |
facejall or fi nes

By Ray Huard . .‘ oo, ; ,'-[;
STAFF WRITER | i ". oo __!.)"

Spectators at illegal street races .

could be arrested and jailed for up ..

to six months or fined up to $1,000 ;
- under aproposed law adopted in a’ .
preiminary vote yesterday by the -
. San Diego City.CoundL; - - ii -~

" Street racers are criminalswho.

arerlskmgthellv&sof San Dlegans

- and spectatorsare aidingand abet- |
* ting that activity,” said Mayor Dic}g--
Murphy. SV TG M-
A final vote on the measure ise.
expected next week, and City Attor-}
ney Casey Gwinn said it could take .
effect immediately‘if it is-passed as ;
an emergency measure. &« &' >-ee ]-
Thecouncil'sunanimousvoteon
the proposed law yesterday comes
alittle more than a week after, tvyo
19year old El Ca]qn youths weje .
killed on Imperial ‘Avenue’in: San'
Diego when the compact car they:" -
were'riding in.was struck by .an-
illegal street racer. Thesdriver of’
one of the two Street-racing cars-
involved in the incident has.been »

arreted and -charged Wwithtwo - -
counts of second-degree murderis' -

;. ¥The people who are doing.this

aresick; it'sjust sick togo out on . -

the dred," -, Councilman George-
Stevenssaid of theillegal racing.v,. -
So far this year, seven people .

- have been killed within the city of .
“# San Diego from illegal street.rac- "

9 ing, and 15 people have been- kllled' L,
- countywide, said assistant police

Chief” William Maheu. %, .4 4t"J:
"The’illegal street racers have_r
made the streets of San Diego.un-<;

.- safe for all of us because of thar* :
-criminal ativity," said Gwinn,\who;*’
championed the proposal to make

_itillegal to attend street races:! ';'[ °

Gwinn said thecity and county of .
 LosAngelesand thecity of Ontario
‘haveenacted smilar lawsmakingit -

illegal to attend street races..” ! it .~

Former street racer Jeff Milton ;
of Poway said making it acrimeto
attend street raceswould lessen thé”

. incentivetorace on city-streetsbe-' ¢
cause there would befeNer people
_cheeringtheracers-, . \ e

That iswhy alot of theracers .

race, to show off their cars—"Heyi;"

" look at me, I'm cooV"" -Milton said,'t."
Some “parents; whose children”
havedied asa resulipfillegal street.

racing said thecity must dowhatev- -
er it cantoget racersoff city streets -

and providelegal Iocatlonsfor them -
torace. - . o

."| just wonder why-something
wasn't done about thissooner,"
said Peggy Klein-Martinez, whose.-

17-yerroid daughter was Kflled'in ."

an illegal street race earlier this
e year. She said the proposed law,
.« againg attendirig such races."isa.’

tool that the city can use to stop:’;:

Legal venues
areneetied, -
“council says

Aside from the direct rig]

l‘_’aﬂc’:"r;n')toﬂstsfacefromsh*e;:
TR

medic & ‘t-"; firefighter/para-

Fisher said
often block the enmcemf:r:

fire station on Carroll Camvns,

L e

R, B3E -

ftose street races, aﬁvc\ﬁaltélont'_
t
P%en 9 OIo_se %némore ildren

: c’t"’s search) for legdl sites as

gd’ a:t|V|ty Fryesad
lﬂ%rmnf« VaDey""""" -

+RACES _- e
 CONTINUED FROM P AG T vj /d the-city must work to pro-

mgﬁﬁgal dternatives to street
CurrenthMegal [aCES - ‘are -

Igefqng ualu‘ﬂa thjaggm |

gal .com name.

Couricilwoman 'Donna Frve
AN A e meantime oy S
-—--dw ot misread the '

lllegd races.

Fevelt atonl s

legal T“"c enue condone'fsS |Hg~t

acceptable to

KSJ aof

. T™ fr)euSe It>snot




From zeroto splat

* Crack down hard on streét racing "

.h?/ do some peo- .
ple seerh to forget:
a car is for trans-
portation? _
Instead, especially
for young people, their cars are
their most Important possessions,
their main toy, a status symbal, .
the answer to an indentity crisis
and the favorite form of recreation.

Someyeung peopleget jobsjust

S0 they can. spend thousands of
dollars tricking out their cars,
from Honda Civics to Ford.Mus- -
tangs. S{Jeudty -shops and Inter-
~ net retailers can help customize a
compact to become street killin
machines, just like in that cod

-movie, "The Fast and the Furi- -

ous." Only, those were actors and
stuntmen. Nobody really.died in .
- that movie, not like on the'streets
of San Diego. S
So far, more than a dozen peo--
ple have died in street racing in
San Di
problem has become an epidemic.

- Government is responding. The
San Diego Police Department cre-
ated aspecia unit that often works

-undercover and has impounded
75 carsandissued 350 citations for
illegal engine modifications. Anar-

-rest for racing can cost- about

$10,000, once fines, bail, impound -
fees and other charges are added.

~ pounded for 30 days.

0 County thisyear. This -

Vi bUsly, it had to bé proven drivers -

~were actudly involved in arace.
. Under the new law, cars can be

impounded for reckless driving, or
the "exhibition of speed." Cops -
won't have to prove that an actual

. contést was under way. & o's; -

However,” we« wonder if im-

| ‘pounding a car for only 30 daysis ~

enough of adeterrent Six months .
for a-first offense sounds better.
And for a.second offense, how

~ about dismantling the car and sell-

ing it for scrap? =
Are those unreasonable punish-
ments? Ask the families of Shanna-.
Jump and Brian Hanson, two 19-
year-old innocents killed by a - -
StreetraceronOct6. -~ = -
Some argue that street racing
has been around in Southern Cdli--

_~ forniafor aslong ascars. Imperid

Avenue is one age-old racing strip -

-in this town. If s dso where Jump j

and Hanson died. .
That people have been doing

- something stupid for a long time"

doesn't make it any less stupid.
Thisis one socid evil that can be.
cured by some good old-fashioned

- -lavand order. - o
. 'We don' redly need to offer -

kids a sofe dternative, such as
legdl places to race their ma:
chines. Tougher penalties, stricter

. Il : ; “enforcement and quicker and
An'illegal racer's car can be im- -

longer impounds of vehicles will -

: _ . putabigdentinstreet racing. The:

Meanwhile, Gov. Gray -Davis -
signed a law expanding the po- ..
lice's ability to impound cars. Pre- .

racers can think about something -
better to.do with their lives while
ridingthebus.. - - . -



