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CRIME PREVENTION: AN EVAIIRATION OF THE MATIOWAL PUBLICITY CAMPAIGNS

*Trust {n Allah, but tie
down your camel”

Arabian saying (in B, Aafjes,
Tomoryow the apriocts bloom)

Introduction

A few yoars agg, the Department of Justica of the Netherlands inltiated
the establiashment of a natlonal organization for the Prevention of Crime.
In 1980, this oryanization was officially established to pramote, among
other chiertives, the avoidance by Dutch citizens and the anthorities

of unnecessary facilitation of commitbing crimes (vadar, 1980), This
was done in cooperation with the police.

To prepare the founding of this organization, nationwide madia campaigna
were carried out on the genaral population in 1977 and 1976, The main
objective of these campaigne wes to increase the precaution preparedness
of individual eltizens concerming certain frequently oocurving crimes.
Pesign and evaluation of these campaigne were harrdied by tha Dutch
Government. Infaymation Services {R.V.D., 1977). However, the W.0.D.C.
(The Research and Documentation Centre of the Dubtch Ministry of Justice)
had the opportunity to include a few questions about taking precautilonary
measurest in the annual victim survey (Van Dijk and Stalimetx, 1980},
These questions were drafted in oonsultation with the Crime Prevention
Organdzation and added to the victim surveys carried out in 1978 and

1979, In this artinle the survey data will be used to evaluate selectad

issues In the national wedia compaigns: we will dlaame the coverage of
the capalgns, the precoution preparedness of the population and the

effact of tha carpaigns on precaution preparedpess (precantion prepaved-
nesg is the general intention to use for instance fasteners or bicycle
l;sdcs). But first of all relationshipa between the preparedneds o

take precautions amd other attitudes concerning crima will be discussed.
Like Van piik (1978) ard Sciwind and othexs {1978}, precavtion preparediness
19 considared as a conponent part of the action conponent of a general set of
attitudes concerning crime ("fear of crimes”). The approach in this article
conalders the attitmde theory of Fialbeln and Azjen [1975) as a preniees.
Fistbain and Azen's attitule theory emphasis that action preparedness im

a fanction of cognitive julgemerte and affects within the limits of the relevant
social novme.

Frecaution preparednesy and the fear of crimes

Barlier Dutch studles found a poaitive corrvelation between fear of
crime and the preparednass to take precautions (Cozijn and Ven Dijk, 1976;
Fiselier, 1978}. In other foreign studies this relationahip wes less
digtinct (Peyrefitte, 1977; Fiirstenbarg, 1974; Courtis, 1970 and
Sclednd, 19768). The victim survey in 1979 focuesad on flve types of
crlm—ﬂnftofhjsych.m;adﬂift, thett out of a car, car theft and
residentis] burglary. At that time respandents were asked which
;tacttcalmmﬂeyhmktngmexalm_mtcﬂm (locka and
such). General precaution ptwn.mdrau“ was conatructed by means

of a scale developad as a result fram a latant structuve analysis
(Mooyaart, 1979) of replies on precaution preparadness itans of the

five aforanmtionad types of crime. Bubsequently, this scals of general
precaution prepavedness was correlated with five other attitudes



concerning crime. 'l‘he.sedatam showed, that precaution preparedness ie

atrongly oorrelated with cognitive opindons conveming crime: for
axanple, the opinion that ane‘s persopal chance to become a victim
incressed during the past two years correlates with taking wore
precautions. Prevention preparedness is also correlated with not
opening the door for atrangers in the evening hauwrs. Not opening the
door for strangers in the evening hours is another forwm of action
preparedness. However, precavtion prepareiness ias not onrelated with
the more emoticnally chargat attitndes concemning crime, euch a8 fear
otstrmgarnint}uatmetuﬂbehmafnidalmnttmal-:night.
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These results differ saomewhat from the results of other studies. Por

example, Sciwind (1978) reports findimg a correlation with tha affective

component. in Bochum.  If we look closely at the gurvey questions’’
usal by him, wa pote that his cperationaiization of the affectiva
component wae less fortunate. The preparedness to apply measures in
order to prevent property crimes is in tha Netherlanda according to
the presented results mainly hased on cognitive judgements and to a
lesser extent on emotional feelings concerning crime, This conclusion
surports the view that the cognitive carponent of *fear of crime”
tainly focusses on crimes against property, while the affactive
component is arientad to in particvler (seual) violent crimes

(van Dijk, 1979}, Because precavtim preparednoss was focussod on
property crimes, it can be stated - in the terminology of Fiahwln and
ujm—mtmutimmmhmatﬂhﬂeviﬁ:a-tmg
cognitive component.

Precsution ednees, victim enoes and objective risks

The cognitive component of "fear of crime” is etrongly relatad to potential
victim experiercos and cbjective risk of victimization. The research by
Sciwind (1976) o8 well as our own ressarch has clearly shom this too®l .
The concluaion that precantiom preparedoess {s cognitively strongly
determined leads to the proposition that attitudes concerning crime
prevention will also be closely correlatad with personal exparisnces of
crime as wall as with the extent of the cbhjective risks. Mtual experlences
with crime were gperationalized by checking whether or not ono has ever
beens ths victim of the five property crimes concerned. We have elsevhera
shown (Van Dijk, Stelrmetz, 1979), that objective risk of these crimes

iz higher thay average whon ons 1s young and living in a big city. Table 1
shows how the characteristics of being/not being a victim, age and size
of camumnity of residemce are correlated with precaution preparedness.
Precautjon preperednsss has been dichotomized Into a weak and wirong

preparadness ,

Sulile 1 showe that within al) fowr population groups distinguished in
acoordance with the hypothesiie, the wictim category shows s greater
precaution preparednese: uutllttumta'motpeoplewithaatmrq
preparedness is in the vickim catsgory approximately 108 higher (which ie
in addition statistically signigicant at p = £ .01}, Furstenbery {1974}
as well Sciwind (1978) found a positive relationship betwesn earlier
experiences (victimizaticns) and precaution preparedness. The

Dutch research by Smale (1960) supports this hypothesis. Srale interviewed
recent victime of hreak and emtry and found that they frequently take
extrs precautions after tha event. HMore evidence for this hypothesis can
be found in Waller and Ckihire (1978).



TABRIE 1 Perventage of respondenta with a strang precauticn preparedness
per age group, subdjvided by anall or larga commities, with a
into the categuries of having/not ever having

been &, vict:l.m (survey 1977),

Parcentage with strong precaution preparednass

never a victim been a victim
amller cities old {over 40 yoara) 26% [=1827 199 [(N~166})
50,000 young (less than A0 years} 11v (H=2534) 4ls (N=515}
bigger citiee old (over 40 yoare) 41t (82127} S52% (n-400)
50,000 young {less than 40 years} 35% (N=1624} 488 {N<831}

_mﬂnmagelrﬁmbltmtaotluqercitim M\emcﬂlmdoesmrmm
often) have a relatively graatar precaution prepareiness as shown in
Fabla 1. Therefore, the taking of preventive measures does indeed appear
to ba partly hased on a realistic estimation of the risks cne is
xutning. FHowever, this relationship is partly an artefact of age. Tha
correlation between slze of commumity and precaution preparedness i
greater amoag older penple than among younger ones: younger persons in
big cities who have not yet bom victimized, show little precaution
reparednens. The procaution preparedness of these young people is a
remarkable phenomenon, because younger people in higger cities are
twice a8 likely as older peraona to beccome wictima (Van Dijk, Bteimmtz,
1979}, The data would appear to indicate that youngex pecple in big
clties becore conacious of thelr high victimization riska only

after they have been victimized. This interpretation is confinmed by the
data from citiss with more than 100,000 inhabitants for 1978: of young
perecin under 25, wio had never yet besen victimized, only 24t had a high
grecaution preparednese {(N=501}, while for other age groups morethan 508

had this preparednese. Jiowever, if one looks at the respondents who had
been victima, the differences disappear: for both younger and oldexr
perscns spprosdimately 60% do bave a high precaution preparedness. A
thulmluslmlsﬂntwithﬁnumepdm.oprarminm

" big cities individual citizens tune thair precaution preparcdness to o

fairly realistic estimate of their risks. The age group under 2% in the
big citles begins to adjust to the high risk only after they have been
victimized, '

Besides being under 40 and living in a big elty, warkership of a higher
social clase and being mele also entail somediat higher risks {(Van Dijk,
Stelnmetz, 1979). Men are sovewhat sore inclined toward crime prevention
than woman, but the diffwrence is very slight and is therefore not
tabuiated. Table 2 shows for 1977 that the highest sacial clasy displayw
a cmpiderably greatar prevention preparainess than the Jower levels.
(The data for 1978 sivw the same picture). Thia difference applies to the
big cities as well a8 to rural sreas. Schwind (1978) in Gexmany and
Bogge (1971) in the Unitad States ‘found & _similar relationship, The
difference in prevention preparednoss smong the higher levels and tha
lowest level {unskilled workers) l.lln‘.‘.igx'«al:,l that the difference in
riak doew not appear to provide a sufficlent explanaticon. Further, the
lowest leval rune a somewhat luigher risk than the middle level, It may
be aseumed that the highar precaution preparedness of the highest level
18 partly causad by their stronger economic pogltion:  technlcal means
of pevention are relatively cheap for the higher income groups, In
addition, a difference in lifestyle could aleo play a part. Easpeclially
the higher and middle levels are pogeibly more attached to tielr property
and are therefore more interested in preventing theft, It seema that



pergons belonging to the lowest aocial level only adjust thamselves to

the risk they run after they have been victimizad, like ycung people in
big cities,

Table 2 Tha percentages of respandents with high precaution preparaedness

per sacial class, with a further into the categories
of having/having not been a victim (survey 1977)

never a victim victimized
high £9% (N=1147) 528 (W-474)
wedium 32% (N=6A 3G} 438 [M=1593}
low 26% (H=1257} 448 (N-243)

Mwmm&mmwmnmarm
to a fairly realistic asaeaun;nt of one's own risks, Tha experience of
being & victim plays an important role in their mescaduent, eapecially

for younger people in big cities, who require a concrete vietimd zatdon
experienca before they take action more consistent with the others in

the higher risk groups,

The higher social class shows relatively high preparedness, and the
lowent Level shows ralativaly 1ittle preparednass to take measures.

These results can be Interpretad very well within the Framework of the
attitude-theory of Fishbein and Ajzen (1977). Prevention prepavedness
appeare to bs a function of a particular cognitive attitude-component o
the one hand, and of certain internalized, soclal noms on the other
hand. We have already discuseed in detail the close relationship to
cognitions. Precaution preparedness is partly a poaitive function of
earlier victimizations and higher cbjectiwe tisks, The disturbing offect
of the social porms becomaa evident in the flrst place in tha Lrrationnl

careleseness digplayed by younger people in big citles, who themsalves
have never yet been victimized. The effect of certain soclal noms is
roreovex visible in the remarkable differences in precaution preparedness
awong the social levels,

The aforementionad developed Inslghts seem to offer a good perspective
for cxime grevention campagine, who aim at incresping the precaution
[reparedness of the individual citizen. A strongly cognitively determined
action-preparednens, m, appears to be the main concern. Attempts
to increage this action preparedness by influencing the "true™ perception
of risk of victimation (cognitions) would definitely have a chance, &
precaut fon preparedness on the other hand which is mainly determined

by feelings or social norme, would ot leave that smch room for a change
of the preparedness by means of a publicity campaign.

The coverage of the campaign

A publicity campaign in 1977 and 1979 was crganlzed through the mase

medla mct posters to enoourage the general public to take cextain
irecantionary measures in ovder to prevemt specific crimes. In January
1979, & victim survey vas carried out covering all of 1978. As a final
question in this sirvey respondents were asked to recall specific Informmtion
of the crims prevention canpaigna. The campaigns reached a large part

of the population. Sixty-edght percent of the population was sble to

recall one or more of tha information compaigre. Recalling percventages

of tha population for specific ltees in the crime-prevention cempaign

show the following pattern:



1n

pickpocket ing + A%

thelft out of a car > 9

turglary (residential): 37X}
Among those vho mentionod the carmpafign 1tena, by far tle greater part
(62%) wentloned (elevision as one of thelr sgurces of Information.
Newspapers {37%), pasters (9%), radio (8%X) and weeklies (B8X] turned out
to have played a leas important role,

The coverage of the campaigns was not the seme for all population groups.
The percentage of respondenis' whe could not recall sny of the campalgns
was grealer smong the pged, women, inhabltents of smaller clties and
among the lower socisl levels. In sn earller jnvestlgetion (van DM jk and
Coenen, 1978), these same groups showed to have fewet conversatlions in
general after watcning T.V. or reeging the pspers. Evidently, the
average frequency and/or intenslty with which these population groups
assimllate medla teports 1s generally somewhat lower, A lower
assimtlatlon will probably have had en adverse effect on the coverage of
these groups by Lhe cempaigns., In edditlon, probably the Interest In the

subject 1n question will alsp differ from group to group.

After identilying those who were able to remember one or mare of the
compaigns - two thirds of the populatiocn - the interviewer asked them
subsequently whether the compaigns had precipitated thelr use of wore
precautionary measures, and if o, which. 17¢ gave an affimmative reply, of
whom 38K paid more sttention to locklng doors, 14X had bought better

locks and 22% had marked down the frame rumber of one's bike.

1f one converts these Flqures to the total population, one in every ten
{12%) Dutch people over 15 started to do more In the way of crime
prevention because of the cawpaigna.

Ta‘ld:qmasumambeha.lfot the capatgng did not take place to the

same extent in all mbgroups of the population. whan one tracea who knew
of the canpaigns and tock a measure for that reason, the following plctuxe
emerges. Oampared to the average of 12% for the population as a whole,
higher percentages were found for inhabitanta of hig cities {13%), avong
the highest social class (16%) and for the group under 55 (13A).
Bweptional low percentages are found snotyy the inhabltants of amall
cities (100), mmong the lower social class (78} and among the agad (8%).

These results confim once again that taking precautionary weasures is a
rational matter. Exactly those population groups with the higheat
obhjective rinks took the campalgns mopt to heart, llare too, howevar,

upcn closer ponsideration the same earlier mentioned two exceptions to
precaution preparednase are applicable to the rationality rule. The

very youngest aneg in the big clties have reacted to a lesser extent

to the canpaigny than the group from 25 to 35 lr;q:ecuvnlylﬂnrﬂl'n}.
although theix rigk is significantly greater. The compaign has had leas
sffect on the lower soclal clags (V%) than on the middle Igvel (14%},
although the risk of the former is greater, Therefore, the differerce
between the precautions taken, based on what we could expect (objective risk)
end then actually practised by the younger people in the big cities and
espocially by the lower social clase has rot been reduced by the cawpaigns.



The precaul jon preparedness in 1977 and 1978

Dn the basls of the aforementloned survey resulta, It mey be assumed that
the average precaul ion preparedness level iﬁ 1970 has Lo te at 8 higher
level than 1n 1977. The two victim surveys asked which precautionary
measures oné 15 In the hablk of teking for the five types of crime,
inurderbod'lackthﬂmectrﬂ_loftlﬂlmrpﬂm. Table 3

gives the precaution preparedness in 1977 and 1978 for the three crimes

mast involved.

f & bicycle and/or car}
TABLE 3 The percentage of relevant {owners o
respondents stating they Leke nu, one, or mole than one
measure to prevent bicycle theft, theft out of a car or
breaking and entering in 1977 and 1978 respectively.

one MERSUTE two or more

na measures
measures
' 25%
bleycla theft 1977 (N=B2)3) BX 66%
cre 1978 (N=7445}) X 63% 28%
x2119, df=2 (s)
20%
fL from car 1577 {N=6733) e T6%
the 1978 {N=5982) ¥ 3 a44% 53X
x2x1502, df=2 (s)
Ly
ak and enter 1977 (N=11099) 13X 55%
bre 1978 (N= 9956} 12K 52% 36X

xZ=38, df=2 (s)
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Table 3 shows that the gemeral precauvtlonary preparedeess has indeed
increased signiflcantly for the three types of crime. The incresse ls
most clear for precaution of theft out of cers. Alsc, the respondents
with a moped - not reflected here - showed a small fncrease in the
category “two cr more nelasures“ (from 28X to 31X). For the car owners an
increase in precautionary measures In order to prevent car theft wes slso

foung in the two or more measures category {from 70% to 75%).

In short, the readiness to Lake one or two measures has become grester

from 1977 to 1978, For the crimes of moped theft and break snd enter,

the princlpal measures Laken were better Jocks and for theft out of cars,
they avoided leaving expensive Items in the cor. The percentoge of car
owners stating that they btook this latter precsution rose from 5% in 1977

to 49% in 1978. One of the cempalpns recommended thls wmeasure strongly
especlally for car theft, end conslderable increases occurred In locking the
stearing colaen: from 35% o 456; and carefully lockiig doors/wlndows: from
63% to 93X, HNaturally these increastes cannot be corpletely attributed ta
Lhe carpalgns. Most probebly private crime preventlon has been showing a
rising trend For severel years. 5Some of the noticeable Increases 1n 1978

- @ year In which the percentage of victims of theft and such dig not

show an increase (Van D)k, Stelnmetz, 1979) - do sppear to be st least
partly an effect of the campaigns dlrected st those specific measures.

This 15 very plsusible, because as mentjored above, 12% of the

respondents themselves stated at the end of the survey that for reason of

the campalgn they had started to teke more measums.”
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what people say and vhat they do

In earlier research, good consistency was denonstrated between what respondents
say they do and what they actually do. This was investigated For opening

the door to strangers at night {Van Dijk, HWijenhuis, 1979). As was done

in the survey just mentioned, obpervation studies were carried out in

BEwgland also concerning the locking of cars {Buxrows, lieal, 1979). Does

the public actually take more practical preventive measures, when they

gay they &7 For a definitive ansver one ghould cbeerve actual bahaviour.

Iow far do the victim survey data availz_:bletouehelpmtom thise

question?
Those who state tmttheyhavebecanemvistiuofacrimmnluayn asked

mid\prevmtivauaammﬂwhalmmmﬂntoocuim. Since ear]ier
inﬂeaurveyrespuﬂwtsalxeadyluwbealukxlahm:tmwlpracaudm
mme,aomparimcanbsmadehet\emﬂmlvarball procaution preparedness

ard actual behaviour for the grouwp of respondents who have been victimized.
An elucidated above, on the bawis of the punber of precautionary meagures

oonoerning the fivetypesofcrimtj\e:equﬂemsstnutotnkemally,
respondents have been divided into three groups (low, average and high
precaution preparedness) . Tha victims in each of these groups tO0 arae
clessified in the same manner. (bserving the sverage nurber of

moasires victime actually have teken per preparednesy catequry, shows &
clear positive corvelation between preparednass and tehaviour. The .
victims in the low preparedness category, on the svarage, gractised in
1977 only 0.6 measures, the victime with a modal preventive preparainess 0.8,
and those with a high prevention preparedness 0.9°). Consequently, with
regard to this aspect of tmgetﬁﬂduﬂ:\gbelmiorapxltiveattlmde
definitely appears to have an effect on actual behaviour.

15

For a more precise cowparison between attitude and behaviowr, one should
oconsldor the mwder of measures victims ordinarily take and the maber
which actually have been taken when victimization occured. Both mmber of
menmires have to be placed beslde each other for every type of crime. In
this manner, it can be detemmined how great (per incident category} the
gap im between the measures ona states to take and the measures actually
taken in practice. There ims however an interpretation problem in arparing
levelp of Intertional and actual msagures, A certain number of the
victime probebly developed on tmtmlf of thelr victimization experience a
greater precaution preparedness than before victimization oocured. Com-
sequently taking fewer meammres than one states dolng ae a xule, does
not nacessarily mean that the good intentions were not carried out in
practice. The intention however to take certain (extra) measures could
date fram after the victimization.

To get around this problem, we decided to canpare the messures actually
taken by victims with a low, average or high preceution preparedness with
the messures whom avexage Dutch people with a low, avarage or high
provention preparedness state to take usually.

‘memagennberofmmmsf&tmseviﬂlalm, average or high
general prevention preperedness are in Table 4 presented per type of
crime, The same tahle includes aleo the sversge mumber of moasures
actually practised by victime with the same low, average and high
general precaution preparedness.
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Average number of measures per crime that Dutch pecple
state they take and the sverage nunber victims have
actually taken, per category of generai prevention
preparecness. The [ntended measures are indiceted with an
1 and the actual ones with a n.

:

Jow prevention moda) preventlon

nigh preven-

preparedne ss preparedness Lion pre-
pareoness
1 A 1 A i

bleycle theft .9 0.6 1.1 0.7 1.7 0.8
moped theft 1.6 0.6 1.0 G.? 2.0 1.0
theft out of cars 1.0 0.7 1.3 0.9 1.3 D9
car theft 1.3 0.9 2.0 1.5 1.9 i.3
bresk and enter 1.0 X} 1.% x} 1.4 )

Tahle 4 shows, as one can expect, that the crime-speciflc precaut lon

greparodness (A follows the same pattern as the general precantion prepared-
It is further evident, that for the four types of crime peparataly

nees (1}.
as well, aclual precaution increases n accordance with displaylng &
greater verbal prepsredness, It is also noteworthy, that on the whole
the gap hetween Intentlons and behaviour is greater for those with a high
precaut lon preparedness. However, Lhe data in Table 4 are particularly
interesting because they render It possible ta caoripare the gap hetween
verbsl preparedness and actusl behaviour for the varlous types of crime.
The table shows that the difference between the prepareoness level and
the application level for the crimes of car theft and theft out of cars
is much smaller than For the crimes of bicycle theft end moped theft. It
is rnoticesble concernlng thése crimes, that those who are precaulion-

prepated, also very consistently convert thls preparedness into deeds.

uhem:ﬂsﬂieaiamixtemyotmﬂmtort}mcﬂmmmbe
hardly leaauﬂuuevezyhlghmist&mymmuumhqm
behavioral intention not to open the door to strangers ringing the
dourbell after 10. '

Accarding to the theories of Fishbein and Ajzen (1975) khe consistency
between belavioural intentions and actual behaviour is determined by the
extent of specificity of the intention, by ite stabllity and by the
practicalandmcialuppqrtuutlea for this behaviour. In our opinion,
the relatively high consistency in the intentidn to take meamumres to
preventtheftotcnrsandtlnftmtotcarsinmhﬂyaumltofthn
ease 0f axecuting the intentions concemed, For it takes leas tima and
mytormlsmuaeasmhmlodcurmlor:kamdwrﬂm
bringing along and ueing a chain lock. In addition for many people the
possibleloaaofacaruﬂlnaighmlmvﬂythmﬂmlmora
bicycle:

general be stronger and therefore more atable than the intention to

the intentlon to prevent a car thaft will therefare kn

prevent a bicycls thaft. The relatively great inconsistencies among

unmuimhighprmlmmmsmaappﬂrmhﬂicate

' ]
tlnttheintenumtotakeextrmdimymmmislmatablethan
unmmummcbumﬂumlprmuummm

hctual pracay behaviow in 1977 and 1978

The finding that a considerable gap exists between the naber of measures
Onﬂaayahohkemﬂactualp:mautimuybdﬁVMglwsrhetDthe
queatim, hew the medis canpalgna influences the actual application lewel.
ﬂnu@igrmmmﬂnprwauummdﬂustom-e.
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A poesalble effact of the campalgns ooculd have been a smaller words-doeds
inconalstency as 8 result of an fntensification of the precautionary
preparedneas.  Ancther cmpnl.m'effec:t might have been, however, a
verial increase of the precautionary preparadness. The latter case
will actwally result in an increased words-deeds inconsistercy. The
muvey data concerning 1977 and 1979 showed that both effects cocurced.
The gap between the precaution preparedness and actual belmviour of

the victims of & bicycle theft was in 1979 clearly amaller than In 1977
{see Fig. 1). The same applies to moped theft. fowever, for victima
of theft out of a car the gap is sanewhat greater in 1978 than in 31377
(10771 40%; 1978; 653 not bonsistent). Those who fomed on behalf

of the carpalgns the intention not to leave expensive itam in their
vars ammore, do not alvays fulfill thie intentiom in practice,

Finally, for three cl:.’lm_esn one might wonder whether the actual application

of precautionsary measures in 1978 by victime was at a higher level than
in 1977. This tumned qut to be eo in all cases. The increase was
statiatically significant (x?=9.97s af=2, p<.01 for victims of bicycls
theft)., Particularly the percentage of victime whlch had not tak.m one
single measurs decreased {fram 30t tn 228). The increases for moped
theft and theft of carg ware lesp great and comernad in addition a
analler mmber of choervations®™ . Fowsver, in their mitual cohexence
the availeble data allow tha conclusion that the campaigne have had

a positive effect on the actual precautionary behaviour as wetl.

x) No information was gathersd sbout actual token meesures by victime of
twwak and entry. _

The discuseion of the data concerning the differences hetween the mumber
of measures the respondents wentioped to take in both years and the manber
of measures victims sctually practioed, have been vimalised for bicycle
theft, in the following figure (Fig.1l). This figure shows the ircreass
ln.:l!?li of both the intended as well as the actual prevention for this
type of crime,

Diacussion

In the Netherlands, the decimion to take practical precantionary reamures
turns out to be basad on a more ar leas realistic aseesament of the
objective riska ane runs. There are o indications that this behaviour
flows fram a stromgly emotionally coloured attitude of fear concerning
offendars an for some othar forrme of precautionary behaviour (not opening
the door to stxangers, no longer walking alorg the streets at night).
The Einding that mors practical precautionary belaviour has a falrly
rational bosis up to & cartain extent offery the opportunity for the
governmment to have a guiding part in this area Ly meang of informatioen
sexvices.

Tha swrvey has provided some indications that the national information
service campaigne converning the ooourrence of crimes in 1977 and 1978
have had 2 positive effect on the preparedness to take precauticnary
miamires as well as on their actual level of application. In this
respect, 1t would sppear that the campaign has certainly not heen without
succesa. lowever, the campaigns did not omtribute to a more balanced
dletribution of the precautionary measures for the population as a
ulple. Bue{flo groupe balonging to the lovest soolal clase aso well
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Figues L Vimlmu&:ﬁm(t:m—lmea}otﬂnnmotm
in 1977 and 1978 stating they taks no, chwe or o O mOre as specific groups of younger pecple in the big cities do not pay attention
ptucmﬁamymmhoptmthicyclethnftuﬂo!ﬂn
maucmmmuymumm,mc:m to crime prevention which would be appliceble in the light of their
more measoes, smibdividad accarding to thalr genacal
;mmlmwuow,m high). The mober objective riska, Since the publication campaigns on crime prevention
of measurTRs pet mﬂmﬂmmduniﬁmum -
hasbamdmbrmotpuumtaqﬂ did not reach these population groups in perticular, thelr arrearage has

congequently sooner been increaped by these campaigna than decreased.

——— TN PNARUITGE

emee=  CIW EENISUIDS Campaigns concerning crime prevention can only be called a success if
taber of e DO O KOS ROAGUITSS
= application of the preventive weasures recommended has resulted in
decreased objective riskes for thoee applying them as well as in a
ooz 1227 jogx 1278 : decrease or stabilization of “petty crime”.
I : e
4 men )
] s . Although the litarature on this subject is yet very limited, it contains
: ] already same indicatitns that the application of certain practical
1 ' precauticnary measures lead to a elight decrease in individual riske
| e ] eme {Repetto, 1974; valler, Ckihiro, 1976, Mayhew, 1976). lowever, well-
o 1 ——— o:]:m . : executad saml-aperimental evaluation studies - for example with the
};mlm”h*‘!h N m‘%‘m heip of a panel of those who apply meamures and those do not agply them —
(W-9382) 442 30% 2% (Ne7432) 31T AL 351 are still conpletaly acking.
wgmmm ‘ The survey gathered by us do allow to check whethet those with a
10gr il - 1ogx 133 strong precavtion preparedness during the past year have or have not
J ' become the victim of a crims. In doing eo, tlw {varbal} appliers and
] S ' mo-appliers can be renderad mutually equal cnceming typlcal
f-..-....... -------------- :..,-....______“_ ) risk-determining characteristics such as age and place of residence. A
f———— - . conplication in this analysin, however, 18 that a mumber of tha respondents
: . with a high precaution preparedness probably developed this preparedness
o — o:- - . ) after thelr victimization experience. This effect has a con-
low  avazage high low wmxage  high sequence tliat the parcentage of victime smong the group with high

geuaral procaution prepacdeess general precaution preparwmesy
(B=1469) 391 29X nx (B=1411) 312 Wux 5%



precaution preparainess 1s belng pushed up, which caplicates a

oamparisicn with the group with & low precantion preperedneas. e Wether the smaller victimization risks of the actual appliers of preventive
impact of this effexct connot be determined. lowever, tle {rvestigation

measures can also contribute to the control of crime o a natlonal ox
by Smale (1980) concerning the reactions of victims of b and enter rogicnal scale is the final question which has to be camnented upon.
rendors it acceptable that there 1g a comsiderable effect. Elsevhere we have advanced a few theoretical arguments which plead

for a moderately postive reply to this guestion (Van Dijk, Steimmetz, 1980).
(htlnoﬂrerlmﬂahlgharm@ot:mantvlcthﬂmﬂnm

A related discussion to the same effect can be fowd in Clarke (1979).
with a high precaution preparedness than amng the group with a Jow

prevention preparedness, can be expected, if & high precautionary
preparcdnesa would rot have a mitigating effect on viccimization risk.

In our opinion, a necessary condition for ths oocurrence of &
criminality-dampening effect is the attaining of a falrly high general

level of precautionary measures arong the target population. If only
his i certainly not the case according to our analyses, in particulas a minority of the citizens obeerves certain precautitnary measures, a
ot srong the high xisk grovpe (big city, yowngl. Respondents with & high diversion of the risks will lead towards the non-preventers and so one
precautionary preparedness becams, for most of the distinguished risk cannot speak of a danpening effect on criminality. Like block (1980) we
categorles, jmtutreq\ﬂﬂtll’ as respondents with a Low gwecantionacy

have the ingpression that tha degree of covarage Ly crime tion -
prq;uredmaaorevenless mtlyttnvictﬁlotamim” during prevan 2o

the Dutch popaalation is ztil}) ml.ati\raly 1w, wo that Cﬁrtﬂinly in The
1977 or 1978 {in spite of tha influx of an unknown mmber of recent

Netherlands no dampening effecta may be expacted for the time bsing.
victime into the group with a high preventicon preparainesa) .

There 1, mearwhile, no other posaibility to interpret this analysis result
oﬂmiaeﬂunasmirﬂicadm, l:lml:nhlghpra:axtkn;tegum
1ead5taamll.erriskofbeoumavictin. our amalyees did also
provide the Informtion that the (verbal) intantion to taks certain
ptecautju\arynmmresdr::mmtmanatanﬂntdeedswill aleo follow
words. melotte.rmnbemlwdlnaddiummahlrlym
uﬂiaumuntwtmlnpplmdmotwtmmutiﬂmvmm
ptwidesaoertalnpmtwtlaltmttncrhalmmnnd.
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L1TERATURE

{ Translation of Dutch titles only, as marked).

A. ' Fear of crime In The Hetherlands, Research end Documentation Centre
of the Minlstry of Justice, The Hague.

B. Police reporting, coffee talk and the fear of crime.

C. The RDC victim surveys 1974-1979, resesrch end policy.

B What people say and what they do, an Investigation concerning the
agreement among verbel attitudes and actual behaviour when facling
fear of crime.

E. Victims of crime: an investigstion Into hidden criminality,

F. Irwest lgat lon concerning crime prevention advertisewent.

G. Victims of serlous property and violent crimes, part II, the
immaterlal problemstics.

H.  Police crime preventlon.

NOTES

1. Latent structure ane’lysls is based on the principle of local

stochastlc Independence. This principle contelns that the algorithm
searches for an optimel clessificetion of Dutch imhabitants, A
classification of persons who say to do little, wedium or wmuch on
precoutionary measures. The classificatlon was done on the

basia of thalr replies concerning thair jmtantion to take

precaut lonary measures in order Lo protect thewselves from theft of



or out of a vehicle and/or breaklng and entering. the persons wure

then classified on the basls of a latent common patiern al taken
This common latent patiern emanztes from all Lhe possible
1t should be resewbered

measures,
preparedness questjons answered by them,
here, that each respondent Can BNSwer a minimum of two and & maximum

of five preparedness guestlons. This 15 taken into account during

the classiflcatlon. 1ln scaling the preparedness questions, use 1s
made of s speclal option of the program, namely order restrictions
on the parameters (Moojjaart, 1980). For technical reasons, In
carrying out the LSA-analyses, @ weighted B.C.D.-Tlle wos used, for
which reason the tatals per table differ somewhat .

Oistribution of the replies to the feer of crime items per

precaut ion preparedness class.

Prevention ‘Erggaredness classes

N=10.002
percentage of population

low
(31x})

average
(34x)

29

high
{35%)

Distribution prevention preparedness classes over snxlety guestlons

evaluat fon of

charnce of becoml
‘victinlzed =

greater
remalned the same
smaller

don't know
thinking of possible
persogg_i vicEimi:a[Im

never
rarely

somet imes

regularly
Frequently

reaction to doorbell
after al n

opening
acgualintances anly

trustworthy lmpression
do ot open

nok daring to go put
on _street alone at night

ng

yes

somet imet afreid when alone
al home Bt night

L]

yas

I
47%
5%

15%

60%

1

1%

1%

2%
2%

10%

74%
26%

B7%

1%

3
53%

8y

56%
4%
16%

3%
1%

S
21X

15%
%

aix
19%

B5%
15%

45%
49%  x2-397
% df=6
cl{romér)-.11
(Zx) teble)}
5%
48x
265 2245
al=8

2 c{rgmér)s.15
(2x} table}

[}

s

50%

ox x<= 104
dr-¢

15%  cl(ramer)=.09
{2x3 table)

X

68% no corretation
curvi-1inear
I

8%% negative
correlotion
11%



¢chwind, Ahlhotn, Welss (1978) dig operationelize the affeciive
compnnent by means of the guestlion whether one does or dues not feel
{un)sale at home, in the nelghbourhood, etc. They themselves remark
{n their explanation that thls item also measures @ cognitive
attitude component. We suppose thal the cognitive aspect
doninales. Besides practical messures, the sforementinned authors
also counted the no—longer*golng—wt—onlo—the-street among the

protective measures to be teken. After Conklin (197%) we afe ef the

opinion that a gistinct lon must be made smong groidance behavioul

and mobllization measures (i.e. proctical prevention). Our date

support this theoret lcal opinion {see Table in footnote 2). The
1
prevent lon preparedness scale of Schwind a.c. hes in this vislon @

too heterogentous charecter.

Among those who state that they never thirk of the possihllity of
pecoming & victim 14% has been a victim, whlle emong those wio state
that they personally thick of victimbzation 26% has been 8 victim.
butch people in Lhe bigger clities and In additlon younger people
think more aften of the personal chance to become a victim of cehme
than those bn the rural areas and particularly elder rural
johabitents. Among the younger people In the big citles for
sxowple, $6% sometimes thought about becomlng victimized, while
anong the plder people in the blg cltles 34% comet imes thought of
the chemce of victimlzetion. Among the older people in tural areas

only 26X sowet imes think of the possibllity of victimizaklon.

Hot all effects of the cempalgn are expressed In the smount of

precaul lonaly measures measured In the survey. ihe publicly best

kngwn campalgn component concerned plokpockets. No guestlons

concerning this had been included in the survey.

registtatlon of frese numbers snd lunury qoods §s not covered by ihe
preceut Jonary measures asked about In the survey {in a strict sense,

this 13 not really a means of prevention).

Compating of the amount of imentional and actus] measures was pased
on the dlstinction between no measures, one measure srw two OT MOTE
measures. Also, In Interpreting Table 4 the possiblllty should be
Laken Into sccount that et the very mawent vietimizstlon occurred
one had poitted to teke certain measures, as well as the possiblility
that victims as @ group do act somewhat less consistently than the

others by which they wouls not be completely representative.

In the survey cuestionnalre Ln 1976 the questlon about actual
precout lonary behaviour of the victims of car thefts and bresk and
entries was omitted becsuse of the very sma]l) meber of victims to
be expected.

The mumber of vietims of moped theft who took two DT more measures
tncreased From 12% da 1977 (N=66) to 20X (N=55) in 1978, The
percentage of victims of theft out of a car whoe had not Leken a

single measure cecreased from 3% 1n 1977 {N=163) to 21N (N=145) in
1978.



victim prycenlaoes pop vombined rlsk ¢romn for bwo jolent iona)

Ny

precaut ion classes thioh preparedness - low preparednres), Rizk
aroups are constoucted on the bacis of municipality size, precsutjon

clasers and age oroups.

¥irtim percentaors have been glven In the table for victims in 1577

arvi for victles In 1978,

Victims in J977

Municipalily the Lhree hia 50 - 400.000 20 - 10.000 20.000
size cliles inhabjtants inhabitants Inhehilants
Intent Jonal

precaut ion low hlgh low high Yow high low hioh
aor

<y PEx{alds) 24x{397) 1x{M48) lem{S16) 10%(B42} 9E(517) Sa{12%)) CSx(597)
> 40 EA{47}) S%(555) sx( 100} ) sx(588) - - X(1352) Tm{alu)

Victims in 1976

Hunicipality  over 100000 20 - 100.EK0 wder 20, Uk
size inhsbytants Inhabitants tntablitants
intent Jonal

precaut ion few maly lew many Tew many

age

< 25 1ex{730) 18%{6}%) BX{(1039) ]Jax(535)  S5x(106]1) S%(278)

> 35 6%{004)  ex(1015) {1318) {777 Omilacg) sa{350}



